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BOROUGH 

0 1 

GRAVESEND. 

STATISTICAL 

SUMMARY 

1939 

Area  of  the  Borough 

, acres  (land  and  inland  water) 

4 j 619 

Registrar  General’s 

Estimate  of 

the  Population 

40,040 

Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough 

£340,916 

Sum  represented  by  ; 

a penny  rate 

£1,354 

Estimated  number  of 

separate  inhabited  houses 

12,000 

Births  Registered i 

Males 

Ee males 

Total 

Legitimate 

327 

333 

660  ) 

Rate 

16.88 

Illegitimate 

10 

6 

16  ) 

Still  Births 

13 

10 

23 

Deaths  Registered: 

Males 

Ee males 

Total 

219 

191 

410 

Rate 

10.56 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes ; 


Puerperal  Sepsis 

Deaths 

nil 

Death  rats  per 
live  births 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

1 

1.5 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year; 

Number 

Rate 

All  Infants 

23 

34.63 

Legitimate,  per  1,000 

23 

34,63 

Illegitimate  11 

nil 

— — 

Deaths  from; 

Heart  Disease 

Number 

104 

Rat  e o 

2.68 

Cancer 

68 

1.75 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

20 

.5 

Measles 

nil 

- 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

4 

o 

(-■ 

o 

• ■ \ 
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Social  Conditions  of  the  Borough; 

Unemployment,  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
year,  was  below  the  average  for  several  years  past,  hut 
no  accurate  record  is  available  relating  to  Gravesend 
persons  as  these  are  included  in  a much  larger  district 
covered  by  the  Employment  Exchange. 

There  is  a considerable  amount  of  casual 
employment  in  and  around  Gravesend,  principally  at  the 
Tilbury  Docks.  The  chief  industries  in  the  locality 

are,  engineering,  cement,  paper  making,  electrical 
equipment . 


A large  number  of  Pilots,  both  Channel  and 
River,  are  resident  in  Gravesend. 

There  appears  to  be  no  detrimental  influence  on 
the  health  of  the  workers  engaged  in  these  local  industries 


Public  Health  Staffs 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  - Dr.  C.D.Outred,  D.P.H.  ,M«R.C.S. , 

L.R.C.P. ,L.D.S. s 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  - Dr.  D.  Desmond,  D.P.H. , 

M. B. , B.Ch. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  & Inspector  under  Pood  & Drugs 


X 

Mr.  J.E. Baker,  M 

•S.I.A. , C.R. o. 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors: 

X 

Mr.  R.  Brooks 

Cert .R.S. I. 

Mr  .O.B. Dodds 

Cert.S. I.B. 

X 

Mr  .L.G.Owen 

Cert . S. I.B. 

Health  Visitors: 

j 

Miss  S. A. Cross 

S.R.N. , S.C.M. 

Miss  C.Bovington 

S.R.1T.  , S.C.M. 

Miss  J.Key 

S.R.N. , S.C.M. 

Clerks  s 

Mr  .S.  V.  To nge 

Mr .A. H. Baker 

Mr ,D. V.Prothero 

(Resigned  Aug: 

(Resigned  Septs  1939) 


Mrs  B.M.  Creighton 


x **  Also  holds  Meat  & Pood  Inspector’s  Certificate. 

P - Part  time  Health  Visitor  & School  Nurse  (Appointment  vacant) 


Public  Laboratories s There  are  no  Laboratories  in  the  Borough  which 
are  in’  use  by  the  Public  Health  Services.. 

The  facilities  of  the  County  Council  Laboratory  are 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Medical  Practitioners  and 
the  Public  Health  Department  for  the  examination  of  any 
material  sent  for  determining  the  presence  of  disease.. 

This  service  is  efficient  and  quite  satisfactory. 


Ambulances ; Adequate  facilities  are  available  in  Gravesend . 

'--In  addition  to  the  normal  working  of  the  2 Police 
ambulances  and  one  of  the  St.  John  Brigade*  there  is 
now  a fleet  of  efficient  ambulances  attached  to  the 
Civil  Defence  Services. 


Home  Bur sings Ho  provision  is  made  by  the  Council  for  Home 

Hursing.  A branch  of  the  queen’s  Mur  sing  Association 
commenced  operation  during  the  year  and  there  is  also 
a private  nursing  organisation  which  has  proved  of  great 
assistance. 


Treatment  Centres;  There  are  three  Welfare  Centres  and  a Dental 

Clinic  established  by  the  Council*  namely*  Windmill  Street 
f Central)  Whitehill  (Kings  7arm  estate)*  Gordon  Mission* 
(Denton  Estates).  . The  Dental  Clinic  which  is  primarily 
the  Education  Dental  Clinic  is  situated  in  Manor  Hoad. 

At  this  Clinic  treatment  is  undertaken  for  expectant 
mothers  and  pre  school  children  on  one  afternoon  per 
week  and  further  sessions  are  ar rarged  as  found  necessary. 

The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary*  situated  in  Cobham 
Street^.  Gravesend  is  administered  by  the  County  Council . 

The  V.D„  Clinic  in  Gravesend  is  also  under  the 
Kent  County  Council's  administration  and  an  abridged 
report  of  the  Surgeon  in  Charge  w ill  be  found  later  in 
this  report. 


Hospitals  s Apart  from  the  Infectious  Hospital*  thei*£  is  only  one 
Hospital  serving  the  surrounding  district*  namely  * the 
Gravesend  & Korth  Kent.  An  annual  grant  is  made  by 

the  Local  Authority  to  this  hospital  and  agreed  fees  are 
also  paid  for  operations  on  school  children  and  others 
recommended  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  on  behalf  of 
the  Council. 

The  Gravesend  Council  has  an  undertaking  with  the 
Gravesend  & Korth  Kent  Hospital  for  the  acceptance  of 
Difficult  Maternity  patients.  During  the  year*  28 

complicated  maternity  patients  were  admitted  to  this 
hospital  under  the  scheme  with  satisfactory  recovery  in 
each  case. 


Midwifery  Service;  The  Kent  County  Council  is  the  Local  Supervision 

Authority  for  the  Borough  and  there  are  five  Certified 
Midwives  employed  by  that  body  as  salaried  officers. 

Since  the  introduction  of  this  scheme  in  1937 
considerable  improvement  has  been  experienced  with  the 
added  advantage  of  closer  co-operation  between  the 
Municipal  Midwives  and  the  Child  Welfare  and  Ante-natal 
Clinics . 
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BIRTHS 

The  total  number  of  births  (net)  registered  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year  was  676  9 males  337  9 "Females  339  9 giving  a Birth 
Rate  of  16.33  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

This  compares  with  a rate  of  17.46  for  the  previous  year. 

notified  Births,  (resident  and  non-resident)  numbered 
787  which  includes  28  still  births.  These  were  notified  by  - 

Midwives  386 , by  Doctors  401. 


ILLBOrIT  I2.iAT  D BIRTHS. 

Of  the  total  births  registered  (676)  16  were  illegit imat e , 
10  males  and  6 females s giving  an  illegitimate  rate  of  2.36  per 
cent,  as  compared  with  3.89  per  cent  for  the  previous  year. 


D E A T H S. 


^our  hundred  and  ten  deaths  of  residents  were  registered 
during  the  year , giving  a death  rate  of  10.55  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  This  compares  with  11.  oS  for  the  year  1938.,  and  with 
the  comparative  figure  of  12.1  for  the  whole  of  England  & Wales. 

69  deaths  of  non-residents  were  transferred  "out"  and 
78  residents  were  transferred  ''in'  from  other  districts. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  as  certified  by  medical 
practitioners  were  registered  as  follows s 


Heart "Disease . 104 
Circulatpr^aDispas-es  29 
Senility  22 
Bronchitis  18 
Pneumonia  13 
Diarrhoea  8 
Respiratory  Diseases  6 
Influenza  5 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver  4 


Cancer  68 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage  24 
Tuberculosis,  all  forms  20 
Suicide  and  other  forms 

of  violence  17 
Premature  Birth  etc.,  10 
Diabetes  6 
Acute  Hephritis  5 
Who  oping  Cough  3 


IH^AHTILE  DEATHS. 


Twenty  three  deaths  were  registered  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age,  giving  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  34.63  per 
19000  live  births.  This  compares  with  46  or  a rate  of 

66.28  for  the  year  1938. 

This  shows  a satisfactory  reduction  and  is  very  much 
below  the  rate  given  by  the  Registrar  General  for  the  whole  of 
England  & Wales , which  is  50  per  1,000  live  births. 

Ho  deaths  were  registered  of  illegitimate  children. 
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MATERNAL 


MORTALITY* 


Only  ono  death  was  rogi stored  and  this  was 
the  heading  of  Other  Puerperal  Causes,  giving  a rate  of 
1,000  live  and  still  births. 

The  comparative  figure  for  England  & Wales 
by  the  Registrar  General  as  2.08. 


und  er 
1.5  per 

is  given 


INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 


During  the  year  79  cases  of  infectious  disease, 
excluding  Tuberculosis,  were  notified.  Of  the  number  33 
patients  were  admitted  to  hospitals  for  isolation  and  treatment. 

One  death  was  registered,  this  being  a child  of  2% 
years  of  age  who  had  come  to  reside  in  the  town  only  a few  hours 
before  death,  suffering  from  Diphtheria,  in  a.  very  virulent  form. 


One  death  is  recorded  by  the  Registrar  Genera.l  from 
Typhoid  ^ever.  This  was  the  case  of  a native  seaman  who  was 
lauded  from  a vessel  from  a foreign  port  and  iso  la,  ted  at  the 
Port  of  London  Health  Authority's  Hospital  a.t  Denton.  This  case 
is  therefore  not  included  in  the  following  ta-ble. 


Disease 


Tote,l  cases  Admitted  to 

notified.  hospital 


Deaths . 


Scarlet  ^ever 

35 

23 

Diphtheria 

3 

1 

Enteric  ^ever 

3 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

1 

Pneumonia 

14 

2 

'Erysipelas 

6 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

2 

Whooping  Gough. 

11 

1 

To  ta,l 


79 


33 


1 


Scarlet  Fevers  was  the  more  numerous  of  the  diseases 
notified  but  the  cases  were  distributed  throughout  the  course  of 
the  year  and  were  mostly  of  a mild  type. 

As  is  usual,  children  of  the  school  age  group  were  chiefly  affected. 

The  Attack  rate  from  Scarlet  Fever  was  .9  per  1,000 
of  the  population,  which  compares  with  2.06  for  the  year  1938. 

Diphtheria  cases  notified  were  the  lowest  for  several 
years  and  with  the  exception  of  the  fatal  case  referred  to  above 
both  the  other  cases,  which  were  children  of  school  age,  made  a 
satisfactory  recovery^  antitoxin  having  been  administered  in  the 
early  sts.ges  of  the  disease. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  has  not  been  generally 
adopted  by  the  Local  Authority  but  arrangements  have  been  made 
whereby  the  Private  Practitioners  can  obtain,  free,  the  necessary 
serum  on  application  to  the  Public  Health  Department. 


\ 
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Three  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  notified  during 
the  course  of  the  month  of  September.  They  proved  to  be 

of  a very  mild  type  and  followed  a normal  course  with  complete 
recovery. 


A thorough  investigation  was  made  and  all  precautions 
taken  but  the  sourse  of  the  infection  was  not  established. 

Four  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified. 

One  patient  was  admitted  to  the  Gravesend  Isolation  Hospital 
and  one  was  isolated  at  a private  Nursing  Home. 

The  four  cases  were  visited  and  supervision  maintained 
after  swabs  had  been  collected  from  the  patients  and  contacts 
for  bacteriological  examination. 

Three  of  the  cases  were  attended  by  Municipal  Midwives 
who  were  temporarily  suspended  by  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority.  All  the  patients  made  a satisfactory  recovery. 

Whooping  Gough  was  made  a Notifiable  Infectious 
disease  on  November  1st.  Three  deaths  were  registered  from 
this  disease9  aged  1 months  7 months  s„nd  3 years  respectively. 
These  occurred  prior  to  the  notification  regulations  and  are 
not  therefore  recorded  against  the  casos  notified. 


GRAVESEND  I SPLAT  T ON HOSPITAL. 


The  number  of  patients  who  were  admitted  to  the 
Council’s  Isolation  Hospital  for  isolation  and  treatment 
or  observation  was  42s  namely  s- 


Scarlet  Fever  23 
Diphtheria  1 
Erysipelas  1 
Chicken  Pox  2 
Observation  8 


Typhoid  Fever  3 
Pneumonia  1 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  2 


Three  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  admitted  during 
the  month  of  Septembers  all  of  which  were  mild  in  type  and 
followed  a normal  course  with  complete  recovery. 

Two  of  these  patients  were  admitted  from  the  Gravesend 
& North  Kent  Genefal  Hospital. 

No  deaths  occurred  in  the  Hospital  and  all  the  patients 
admitted  were  discharged  without  any  complicat ions  arising. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Tho  number  of  primary  notifications  of  persons  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis  during  the  yep„r  was  37 . , 32  Respiratory  and 

5 "Other  forms'1.  In  addition  8 notifications  of  transfer  were 
received  of  persons  having  come  to  reside  within  the  Borough  who 
had  been  notified  previously  elsewhere. 


Hew  Cases. 


Deaths . 


Respir- 

"Other 

Respir- 

"Other 

Age 

atory. 

Forms " 

atory . 

"Forme  " 

per iods 

Under  1 

m f 

m f 0 

m f 

m f 

1 

lr  1 0 5 

5 to  15 

1 1 

2 1 

1 

15  to  25 

25  to  35 

35  to  45 

45  to  55 

7 4 

5 3 

5 2 

2 

1 

2 4 

2 1 

3 2 

1 

55  to  65 

65  & over 

2 

1 1 

1 

1 

Totals 

22  10 

3 2 

10  7 

1 2 

The  total  number  of 
at  the  end  of  tho  year  suffe 
by  the  register  was  s- 

persons  residing  in  the  Borough 
ring  from  Tuberculosis , as  shown 

Males 

Females 

Tota.1 . 

Respiratory  88 

54 

142 

"Other  vorms"  21 

23 

44 

Total  109 

77 

186 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  was  20, 
giving  a Death  Mortality  Rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
of  .51  per  ls000  of  the  popular  ion.  This  compares  with 

a rate  of  .38  per  19000  for  tho  previous  year. 

There  is  no  excessive  incidence  of,  or  mortality  from 
tuberculosis  in  any  particular  occupation  in  tho  area,  and  the 
regulations,  as  regards  notification  of  cases  is  efficiently 
carried  out  by  the  Medical  Practitioners, 

One  death  from  tuberculosis  was  not  notified. 


1 


' 
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ABSTRACT  73 OK  ACTUAL  RjZPORT.  — . 1939 
Kent  County  Council  V.D.  Clinic „ 

Surgeon  in  Charge  - Hatnish  hi  col  Esq0  ?0R0C„S. 


hew  Patients 


Gravesend 


Male  Pemale  Total 


Syphilis  - 

9 

11 

20 

Soft  sore  ------- 

2 

2 

Gonorrhoea  -------- 

30 

18 

48 

hon-venereal  ------ 

25 

12 

37 

66 

41 

107 

Tota  number  of  hew  Patients  frcn  all  areas 

250 

Average  number  of  Gravesend  patients  under  daily 

treatment  or  observation  during  1939 

67 

42 

109 

humber  of  attendances  of  Gravesend  patients 

— 

4209 

Total  number  of  attendances  - all  areas  - 

- 

4740 

Discharges  (all  districts) 

Discharged  cured  s - 

12 

Syphilis  ------ 

14 

26 

Soft  sore  - - 

2 

2 

Gonorrhoea  ------ 

4i 

8 23 

71 

hon- venereal  - 

95 

18 

113 

Defaulted  before  final  test  of  cures- 

Syphilis  ------ 

2 

2 

Gonorrhoea  ------ 

4 

4 

Defaulted  before  completion  of  treatment 

Syphilis  - - - - - 

2 

2 

4 

Gonorrhoea  ------ 

6 

2 

8 

Enclosure  to  Annual  Report  1939 

hew  Pat  i e nt  s 

Married  ------ 

.. 

35  per 

cent 

Single  or  Widowers  

- 

65  " 

Contracted  from  prostitutes 

— 

63  « 

"amateurs'1 

- 

25  " 

consorts 

- 

9 

deny  sexual  intercourse 

■ — 

3 ’’ 

Contracted  at  Gravesend 

.. 

9 " 

Rest  of  Kent 

- 

14  » 

Essex 

- 

8 « 

London 

11  » 

Elsewhere  in  G.K. 

•• 

14  " 

Abroad 

- 

44  " 

Occupat ions  s - 

Seamen 

- 

53  " 

Motor  Drivers  - - 

- 

1 ” 

Labourers  - 

- 

29  " 

Others  - 

- 

17  " 

10 


MATERHITY  AHD  CHILD  WELFARE. 


During  tlio  year  676  live  births  wors  registered, 
notified  births  numbered  787  including  28  still  births* 

Those  wore  notified  by,  Midwives  386 9 by  Doctors  401. 

The  number  of  visits  recorded  by  the  Health  Visitors 
for  the  year  were  as  follows  s 


Visits  to  infants  under  1 year  of  age  2,802 
Visits  to  infants  over  1 and  under  5 years  3,750 
Visits  to  expectant  mothers  580 
Total  visits  paid  to  Foster  Children  20 
Investigation  of  cases  of  difficult  maternity  21 
Enquiries  re.  Adoption  Orders  14 
Other  Visits  34 


The  total  attendances  at  the  three  Welfare  Centres 
for  the  year  1939  are  given  in  the  figures  below  : - 

Attendances  of  children  under  1 year  of  age  2,143 

Attendances  of  children  1 and  under  5 years  1,831 

Humber  of  individual  children  under  1 year 

of  age  who  attended  for  the  first  time  336 
Humber  of  individual  children  who  att ended  for  the 
first  time  between  the  ages  of  1 and 
5 years.  56 

Humber  of  Ante  Hatal  attendances  81 


Difficult  Maternity  Cases s 

During  the  year  28  persons  were  admitted  to  the 
Gravesend  & Horth  Kent  Hospital  under  the  scheme  for  the  treatment 
of  difficult  maternity. 

The  recommendations  were  made  by  General  Practitioners 
in  attendance.  Those  cases  are  admitted  under  an  agreement  with 
the  Local  Authority  who  accept  responsibility  for  payment  at  £4. 
per  week  per  case. 

The  circumstances  of  the  family  are  investigated  and 
after  taking  into  consideration  the  number  of  dependent  children, 
the  income  of  the  husband,  rent  etc.  etc.,  an  amount  is  assessed 
for  recovery  from  the  husband  where  it  is  considered  that  he  is  in 
a position  to  contribute. 


Free  Milk  Distribution i 


Three  hundred  and  eighty  seven  individual  families 
were  supplied  with  free  milk  for  varying  periods  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Order  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  following  quantities  of  milk  and  medical  foods 
were  distributed  free  $ 


6,943  lbs 
216  ilbs 
4 7 lbs 


Dried  Milks 

Virol 

Marmite 


Fresh  Milk 
Malt  & Oil 
Honicose  Malt 


2,403  pints 
56  lbs. 
84  lbs. 
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Puerperal  Sepsis; 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis-,  whore  no  suitable 
accommodation  in  the  home  can  be  provided,  are,  on  the 
application  of  the  General  Medical  Practitioner  in  attendance, 
removed  to  the  Infectious  Hospital,  where  adequate  and  proper 
nursing  facilities  are  provided. 

During  the  year  four  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia 
wero  notified,  one  case  was  admitted  to  the  Gravesend  Isolation 
Hospital  and  one  was  isolated  in  a Private  Pursing  Home. 

Two  patients  remained  in  their  own  homes. 


Municipal  Midwifery  Services 


Since  the  introduction  of  this  scheme  in  1937 ; 
under  the  Kent  County  Council  administration,  considerable 
improvement  has  been  experienced  with  the  p.dded  advantage  of 
Closer  co-operation  with  the  Municipal  Midwives  and  the  Child 
Welfare  and  Ante-natal  Clinics. 

There  are  five  Municipal  Midwives  resident  in  the 
Borough  who  are  salaried  officers  of  the  County  Council  and  who 
are  engaged  under  the  scheme  at  recognised  fees. 

There  were  some  250  confinements  attended  by  these 
Midwives  alone,  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 


Children  and  Young  Persons  Act. 

The  number  of  persons  registered  during  the  year  as 
Foster  Parents,  halving  the  care  of  children  under  the  age  of 
9 years  of  age,  was  7. 

Eight  children  were  maintained  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Council’s  Officers  and  the  number  of  visits  made  during 
the  year  was  19.  In  all  cases  the  children  wero  found 

to  be  clean  and  properly  cared  for. 


THE  PUBLIC  WAT El  SUPPLY. 

As  in  past  years  little  comment  can  be  made  on  the 
water  supply,  apart  from  the  unvarying  high  standard  of  purity 
and  the  abundant  supply  which  is  always  available. 

Arrangements  are  made  for  samples  to  be  taken  and 
submitted  for  bacter iological  and  chemical  analysis  each  month 
and  the  results  obtained  in  all  instances  have  been  satisfactory. 
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DEHTAL  SERVICES; 

(Maternity  & Child  Welfare) 

Report  by  R.A.TRAH  Esq. 9 L.D.S.  Eng.  .R.C.S. 


It  is  one  of  the  minor  misfortunes  of  the  War  that 
it  should  have  commenced  just  as  the  Hew  Dental  Service  was 
getting  into  its  stride.  The  Dental  Service  was  commenced  in 
July  1938  and  therefore  no  comparison  can  be  made  with  any 
previous  yea.r  ’ s work.  It  will  be  noted;  however;  that 
consid.era.blo  progress  has  been  made  especially  in  the  treatment 
of  mothers;  both  expectant  and  nursing;  until  the  August  vacation 
when  the  Dental  Service  was  temporarily  suspended. 

In  all  95  mothers  were  inspected  during  the  seven  months 
and  51  new  cases  were  actua/J  ly  dealt  with;  276  attendances  having 
been  made  for  treatment. 

834  injurious  teeth  wore  removed;  58  dentures  were 
supplied;  which  represents  31  mothers  who  received  denture 
treatment  at  no  cost  to  the  Corporation. 


Hillings  amounted  to  24 9 which  number  would  have  been 
considerably  more  had  it  not  been  for  the  outbreak  of  hostilities. 


With  regard  to  pre-school  children;  46  were  examined 
at  the  Centres.  These  were  at  the  request  of  the  parents; 
there  being  no  routine  method  at  present  of  examining  the 
children  under  5 years  of  ago. 

The  treatment  carried  out  was  104  extractions  and  15  fillings s 
gp.s  being  administered  on  39  occasions. 


It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  treatment  of  pre-school 
children  will  be  greatly  increased  as  the  condition  of  these 
children  upon  entering  school  life,  so  far  as  their  teeth  are 
concerned;  is  anything  but  satisfactory.  This  applies 

to  the  Country  as  a whole  and  not  merely  to  the  Gravesend  Children. 

Humber  of  Mothers  Inspected  95 

Humber  referred  for  treatment  90 


Treatment  s Fillings  24  Extractions  834 

Other  operations  70  Gas  Cases  125 

Humber  of  Mothers  Treated  (new  cases)  51 

Attendances  by  mothers  for  treatment  276 

Dentures  supplied  58 


(Note 


for  the  purposes  of  this  report;  one  case  of  ful 
upper  ana  lower  Dentures  count  as  two  dentures 


Treatment ; 


Humber  of  Pre-school  children  inspected  46 
Humber  referred  for  treatment.  45 


Temporary  Teeth;  Fillings  15.  Extractions  104 

Other  operations  1,  Ho .of  Gas  cases  39 

Humber  of  children  treated  ( new  cases  ) 33 

Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  55 


M 
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REPORT  OF  THib  SAIT  I TAR  Y INSPECTOR'S  DEPARTMENT  FOR 

THE  YEAR  1939- 


SUMMARY  OP  INSPECTIONS  AND  REVISITS. 


Public  Health  Acts: 

Dwelling  houses  inspected  ...  1082 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  1 060 

Housing  Acts : 

Dwelling  houses  inspected  ...  253 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  1558 

Visits  to  Other  Premises: 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  937 

Butchers’  shops  (for  inspection  of  meat)  122 

Dairies  and  Mi Ik shops  ...  ...  105 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  53 

Provision  Shops  ...  ...  299 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  748 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  90 

Dining  Rooms  ...  ...  46 

Fishmongers  ...  277 

Butchers ' shops  ...  ...  281 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  69 

Other  Pood  Preparing  Premises  ...  31 

Offensive  Trades  - Pish  frying  ...  120 

- Gut  scraping  ...  23 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  2 

Shops  Acts  ...  ...  1017 

Factories  ( with  power)  ...  71 

Factories  ( without  power)  ...  14 

Outworkers  ...  ...  3 

Stables  ...  ...  32 

Piggeries  ...  ...  53 

Urinals  ...  ...  221 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  878 

Schools  ...  ...  71 

Places  of  Entertainment  ...  61 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  224 

Infectious  disease  ...  39 

Re  Overcrowding  ...  ...  23 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  6 33 

Total  visits  of  all  kinds  , a,  ...  10?496 


NOTICES  SEWED  AND  COMPLIED  WITH. 

Under  Public  Health  Acts  (in  respect  of  dwelling  houses): 


Written  notices  (informal)  . . . 335 

Verbal  notices  (informal;  ...  1 6 5 

Statutory  notices (served  subsequent  to 

informal  notices)  ...  6 

Notices  complied  with  ...  502 

Under  Housing  Acts  (in  respect  of  dwelling  houses): 

Written  notices  (informal)  ...  1 83 

Verbal  notices  (informal)  ...  18 

Statutory  notices  (served  subsequent  to 

informal  notices)  ...  6 

Notices  complied  with  . . . 224 

Miscellaneous : 

Written  notices  (informal)  ...  6 

Verbal  notices  (informal)  ...  65 

Notices  complied  with  ...  76 


> 


III-. 

NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  REMEDIED . 

Animals  kept  in  unfit  state  ...  1 

Accumulations  removed  ...  6 

Ashbins  provided  ...  326 

Ceilings  repaired  and/or  cleansed  . . . 423 

Cesspools  - new  constructed  ...  2 

- repaired  ...  2 

- filled  in  ...  2 

Chimney  stacks-  repaired  ...  12 

- new  pots  provided  ...  1 

Coppers  - new  provided  ...  2 

- repaired  ...  38 

Dampness  - roofs  repaired  ...  63 

- guttering  repaired  or  renewed  ...  60 

- hopper  heads  provided  ...  2 

- R.W.P's.  repaired  or  renewed  ...  21 

- external  walls  repaired  ...  12 

- external  walls  repointed  ...  27 

- external  walls  rendered  . ..  26 

- sub-floor  ventilation  provided  ....  17 

- damp-proof  courses  provided  ...  6 

Door  and  door  sills  repaired  or  renewed  ...  35 

Drainage  - drains  re laid  ...  8 

- drains  partly  relaid  ...  19 

- drains  unstopped  ...  31 

- inspection  chambers  provided  ...  4 

- gullies  provided  ...  3 

- soil  and  vent  pipes  removed  ...  3 

- soak aw ays  constructed  ...  2 

External  woodwork  etc.  painted  ...  10 

Floors  repaired  or  relaid  ...  62 

Light  and  ventn.  of  staircase  and  rooms  improved  10 

Paving  relaid -or  repaired  ...  52 

Sinks  - new  provided  ...  7 

Sink  oi»  bath  waste  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  25 

Stoves  renewed  or  repaired  ...  50 

Staircase  handrails  or  balusters  provided  or  repaired  41 

Stair  treads  repaired  ...  14 

Urinals  cleansed  ...  7 

Verminous  rooms  disinfested  . „.  133 

Walls,  internal  repaired  and/or  repapered  etc.  604 

Wash  houses  - new  constructed  ...  1 

- repaired  ...  5 

Water  supply  - internal  supply  provided  ...  3 

- water  pipes  etc.  repaired  ...  1 

Water  closets  - number  dealt  with  77 

- new  constructed  ...  1 

- repaired  and/or  cleansed  ...  73 

- new  pans  ...  1 6 

- pans  cleansed  ...  9 

- flushing  cisterns  provided  3 

- flushing  cisterns  repaired  9 

- windows  or  louvres  provided  4 

Windows  - renewed  or  repaired  ...  95 

- sash  cordsprovided  ...  140 

Other  matters  ...  55 

HOUSING. 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses: 

Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  1335 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  3953 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  the 
preceding  heading)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regns.  253 
Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  1811 


15, 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  he  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  he 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  1 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  to  those 
referred  to  under  preceding  heading)  found  not  to 
he  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit'  for  human 
habitation  . . . 701 

Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notices: 
Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
authority  or  their  officers  ...  71 4 


Action  under  statutory  powers: 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  1 6 of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  6 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal,  notices  (by  owners)  6 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  6 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  such  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  - 

(1  ) by  owners  5 

(2)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  1 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1 and  1 3 of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936: 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made  ...  0 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 
of  Demolition  Orders  ...  0 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  1 2 of  the  Housing  Act, 

1 936 : 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made  0 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined  0 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  local  authority  1 2 91 

Number  of  new  houses  built  during  the  year: 

(a)  by  the  local  authority  ...  0 

(b)  by  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  1 51 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV,  Overcrowding: 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded  at  end  of 
the  year  ...  33 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  0..  27 8 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year  ...  0 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 
the  year  ...  0 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  (persons, 
displaced)  ...  0 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUG-3 . 

The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  local 
authority.  Infested  rooms  and  furniture  are  sprayed  with 
"Ris”  or  "Pyagra"  insecticides  and  two  or  more  sprayings, 
as  found  necessary,  are  applied  with  intervals  of  from  three 
to  seven  days. 

Where  necessary,  belongings  of  tenants  are  sprayed  before 
removal  to  Council  houses  and  again  on  moving  into  the  houses. 
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Council  houses  are  regularly  visited  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  who  report  any  signs  of  infestation  to  the  Estate 
Department  and  disinfestation  is  immediately  carried  out. 
Particulars  of  action  taken  during  1939:- 

Council  Other 

Houses . Houses.  Total. 

Number  of  houses  found  to  he  infested  23  24  49 

Number  of  houses  disinfested  23  24  49 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 . 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Number 

Inspections. 

Defects . 

Remedied. 

Bakehouses 

90 

4 

4 

Factories  (with  power-) 

71 

6 

5 

Factories  (without  power) 

14 

_U 

_3 

175 

1 3 
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SHOPS 

ACTS , 1912  - 

193U. 

Shops  have  been  kept 

under  observation  for 

infringements 

of  the  above  Acts.  1017  visits  were  made.  Infringements  were 
found  in  1 1 instances  and  all  were  remedied. 


CESSPOOL  AND  PAIL  SYSTEM. 


Cesspool  emptying  is  carried  out  by  means  of  a Dennis 
cesspooln  emptying  machine  with  a capacity  of  1,000  gallons  and 
the  sewage  is  disposed  of  at  the  Sewage  Outfall  Works. 

4,450  tons  of  sev/age  were  removed  from  498  cesspools  as 
against  2,220  tons  from  236  cesspools  the  previous  year. 

There  are  approximately  30  pails  in  use  in  the  Borough. 
Seven  pails  are  emptied  twice  weekly  by  the  Public  Health 
Department,  the  remainder  are  dealt  with  by  the  owners  or 
occupiers. 


HOUSE  AND  TRADE  REFUSE ^REMOVAL _ AND  DISPOSAL . 


Six  Shelvoke  & Drewry  freighters  and  two  Eagle -Thorny croft 
vehicles  are  employed  in  tne  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse, 
including  one  "spare”  vehicle. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  controlled  tipping 
and  is  being  tipped  at  the  Gravesend  Co-operative  Society's 
sports  ground  in  Old  Road  East. 

5,487  loads  of  refuse  weighing  approximately  10,594  tons 
(including  573  loads  of  trade  refuse  weighing  approximately 
835  tons)  were  collected  and  tipped  during  the  year  as  against 
5,471  loads  weighing  10,962  tons  (including  trade  refuse  574 
loads  854  tons)  the  previous  year. 

SALVAGE  FROM  REFUSE , 


Waste  Paper: 

Waste  paper  and  cardboard  was  collected  by  the  Corporation 
froin  business  premises  and  private  houses  and  then  pressed  into 
bales  ready  for  collection  by  the  Thames  Board  Mills  Ltd. , w&o 
are  under  contract  with  the  Corporation  to  purchase  this  material. 

The  total  weight  of  paper,  etc.  collected  and  sold  during 
the  year  was  440  tons  15  cwts.  0 qrs.  23  lbs.  as  against  470  tons 
15  cwts.  0 qrs.  11  lbs.  the  previous  year. 
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Bottles  and  Jars: 

Bottles  and  jars,  salvaged  from  house  refuse  at  the  tip, 
are  sold  to  a glass  Bottle  manufacturer's  agent , who  collects  them 
periodically.  207  gross  were  sold  during  the  year  as  against  261 
gross  the  previous  year. 


DRAIN  TESTING. 

22  sets  of  drains  were  tested.  Of  these  21  were  found  to 
Be  sound  and  in  order  and  1 or  4*5  per  cent,  defective.  In  cases 
where  drains  were  defective  they  were  repaired  or  relaid,  as 
necessary. 


DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES . 

118  rooms  were  disinfected  and  100  hatches  of  clothing  and 
Bedding  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  disinfected 
and  returned  or,  in  some  cases  destroyed. 

23  library  Books  found  on  infected  premises  were  withdrawn, 
the  libraries  Being  compensated. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES  AND  SCHOOLS . 


The  public  conveniences  and  sanitary  arrangements  of  certain 
schools  under  the  control  of  the  Education  Committee  have  Been 
cleansed  and  flushed  daily  By  the  Health  Department  during  the 
periods  these  schools  have  Been  opened  in  the  past  year. 

The  conveniences  attached  to  licensed  premises  have  Been 
kept  under  supervision  and  221  inspections  were  made*  3 urinals 
were  cleansed  at  the  request  of  this  Department. 

The  conveniences  at  14  licensed  premises  arc  cleansed  By 
the  Health  Department  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  they  remain 
open  for  the  use  of  the  general  public. 

RATS  ORDERS. 

25  premises  were  reported  as  Being  infested  with  rats. 
Inspections  were  made  in  each  case  and  the  occupiers  advised  as 
to  the  Best  procedure. 

The  total  number  of  visits  were  made  was  224-  Premises 
were  cleared  in  29  cases  and  4 were  still  under  observation  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 


Samples  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
were  as  follows 


Gravesend  & Milton  Water  Co. ’s  Supply 

- from  Swimming  Pool 

- from  other  sources 

Higham  & Hundred  of  Hoo  Co’s  Supply 


Satis-  Unsatis- 
Totnl.  factory  factory. 

6 6- 

15  15 

41  31  i_o_ 

62  52  io__ 


The  unsatisfactory  samples  from  the  Higham  & Hundred  of  Hoo 
supply  were  all  taken  from  one  particular  area  and  were  apparently 
due  to  a local  condition.  Representations  were  made  to  the 
Company  and  subsequent  samples  were  found  to  Be  satisfactory. 

7 samples  from  this  area  were  also  taken  and  submitted  for 
chemical  analysis.  They  were  certified  in  all  cases  to  Be  of 
good  organic  quality,  although  in  some  cases  the  water  was  turbid 
and  contained  sediment. 

3 other  samples  of  the  Higham  & Hundred  of  Hoo  Co’s  supply 
were  taken  from  other  parts  of  the  Borough  and  the  chemical 
analyses  were  reported  to  Be  satisfactory. 


' 

* 

■ 

■'  . 
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MIL,:  SUPPLY. 


There  are  three  dairy  farms  in  the  Borough.  53  visits  of 
inspection  were  made.  2 notices  to  clc anse  premises  were 
served.  105  visits  of  inspection  to  milkshops  and  dairies  were 
made . 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk: 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken  and 
the  results  obtained  on  bacteriological  examination: 


Satis- 

Uns  at i s - 

Sample . 

Total. 

factory. 

factory. 

Accredited 

5 

2 

3 

Pasteurised 

1 2 

9 

3 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Ll 

4 

0 

Ordinary 

2 1 

12, 

_9 

Totals 

42 

27 

1 5 

33  samples  were  also  examined  for  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacilli  and  in  3 cases  positive  results  were  obtained.  Investiga 
tion  was  made  in  each  case  by  the  Kent  County  Council  officials 
and  the  necessary  action  taken  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order*  1938 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order*  1936: 

The  following  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  under 
the  above  Order: 


"Tuberculin 

Tested"  Bottling  Licences  ...  2 

Milk  Dealer's  Supplementary  Licence  1 

"Pasteurised"'  Pasteurisers  ? Licences  ...  2 

Milk  Dealers’  Licences  ...  3 

Dealer’s  Supplementary  Licence  1 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES . 

There  were  five  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  at 
the  end  of  the  year  and  the  visits  numbered  937. 

The  provisions  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  re- 
lating to  humane  slaughtering  of  animals  have  been  complied  with. 
The  number  of  slaughtermen  holding  licences  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  1 9. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924 . 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases  inspected 
and  the  results  of  the  inspections : 

Meat  Inspection  - Carcases  inspected  and  condemned: 


Cattle 


Number  known  to 
have  been  killed 

(excludi ng 
cows ) 

Cows . 

Calves . 

Sheep  & 
Lambs. 

Pigs 

361 

53 

209 

1 964 

2353 

Number  inspected 

361 

53 

209 

1835 

2353 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

Cattle  ex- 
clude cows 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

-1  Q 

-17  Sheep  & 

Cows  Calves  Lambs. 

Pigs 

condemned 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 

12 

1 

7 

than  Tuberculosis 

Tube rcu lo si s only ; 
Whole  carcases 

3.3 

1.9 

.38 

condemned 

1 

2 

1, 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

condemned  36  7 3 - 84 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 

with  Tuberculosis  10.2  17.0  1.4  — 3.6 

Pood  Surrendered  and  Condemned*  1939“ 


3 

Bovine  carcases  and  offal 

• • • 

Tuberculosis . 

58 

lbs.  Beef 

• • • 

Tuberculosis . 

24 

Bovine  heads 

• ♦ • 

23  Tuberculosis. 

1 Actinomycosis 

22 

Bovine  tongues 

0 • • 

21  Tuberculosis. 

1 Actinomycosis 

30 

Bovine  lungs 

• • 4 

Tuberculosis. 

14 

Bovine  livers 

• • 4 

4 Tuberculosis. 

7 Abcesses. 

3 Flukes. 

8 

Bovine  mesenteries 

• mm 

Tuberculosis. 

2 

Udders 

• • * 

Mammitis. 

2 

Bovine  kidneys 

Nephritis . 

1 

Bovine  heart 

• • • 

Pericarditis. 

3 

Pig  carcases  and  offal 

• • • 

1 Tuberculosis. 

1 Paratyphoid. 

1 Fevered. 

65 

Pigs  1 heads 

• • * 

Tuberculosis. 

33 

Pigs  ' lungs 

• * * 

27  Tuberculosis 
4 Pleurisy 

2 Cystic. 

25 

Pigs  ' livers 

• Of 

24  Tuberculosis 
1 Cirrhosis. 

31 

Pigs ' mesenteries 

0 0 0 

Tuberculosis. 

3 

Pigs'  hearts 

• • • 

Pericarditis . 

12 

Pigs'  spleens 

• • • 

11  Tuberculosis 
1 Cystic. 

2 

Calves'  livers 

. . . 

Tuberculosis . 

3 

Calves  ' lungs 

Tuberculosis. 

2 

Calves ’ kidneys 

Tuberc  ulosis . 

4630 

lbs.  Beef 

Unsound. 

28 

lbs . Lamb 

Unsound. 

48 

lbs.  Ox  tongue 

Unsound. 

4 

lbs.  Brisket 

Unsound. 

16 

lbs.  Ox  liver 

Unsound. 

35 

lbs.  Lambs  liver 

Unsound. 

24 

lbs.  Corned  Beef 

Unsound. 

42 

lbs.  Brawn 

Unsound. 

480 

lbs.  Rabbits 

Unsound. 

49 

lbs.  Skate 

Unsound. 

1 96 

lbs.  Herrings 

Unsound. 

21  0 

lbs.  Cod 

Unsound. 

Weights; 


Beef  and  organs 
Pork  and  organs 
Miscellaneous 


Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs. 

4 7 1 

9 2 

_? 1 

5 6 0 


Lbs 

0 

8 

4 

12 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


112  samples  were  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act;,  1938, 
and  submitted  to  the  Put) lie  Analyst*  Particulars  of  the  samples 
and  a summary  of  the  results  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 

Number  of  Result  of  Analyses. 

Samples  Formal  Informal  Genuine  Adu It e rated 


Ammoniated  tincture 
of  Quinine  1 2 

Brandy  2 

Butter  5 

Camphorated  oil  - 2 

Castor  oil  - 2 

Cod  Liver  oil  - 2 

Coffee  - 2 

Gin  3 - 

Jam  - 2 

Lard  3 

Lemon  Curd  - 2 

Margarine  3 

Milk  63 

Rum  3 

Shredded  Suet  1 2 

Sugar  - 2 

Tea  - 2 

Tincture  of  Iodine  - 2 

Whisky  6 


1 2 
2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3 

57  6 

3 

1 2 

2 
2 
2 

6 - 


Totals 


1 02 


1 0 


Particulars  of  adulterated  samples: 

Ammoniated  tincture  of  quinine:  One  formal  sample  contained 
0.27%  instead  of  1 of  ammonia  and  2 i+t5p-’  instead  of  2'.  of 
quinine  sulphate.  The  formal  sample  contained  an  excess  of 
1 2%  quinine  sulphate  and  a deficiency  of  35b  ammonia  and  2% 
ethyl  alcohol*  A letter  of  caution  was  sent  to  the  chemist. 
Milk:  One  formal  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of 
11.64.  A letter  of  caution  was  sent  to  the  vendor. 

One  formal  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  11. &%. 
Notice  of  ""appeal  to  cow"  was  received  and  as  a result  four 
samples  obtained  from  producer  were  fo  md  to  be  deficient  in 
fat  to  the  extent  of  6.3b*  14 .64?  1 6 . 04  and  1.64  respectively. 
Shredded  suet:  One  informal  sample  contained  81.34  of  fat 

instead  of  83b.  One  formal  sample  contained  71.74  of  fat 
instead  of  834*  A letter  of  caution  was  sent  to  the  vendor. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Bye  laws  are  in  force  in  the  Borough  for  regulating  the 
trade  of  fish  frying.  ThereyTS  premises  registered  as  offensive 
trades?  consisting  of  17  fish  frying  establishments  and  1 gut 
scraping  factory. 

120  visits  of  inspection  to  fish  frying  establishments  and 
23  to  the  gut  scraping  factory  were  made. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS . 

Two  cases  under  Public  Health  Act?  1936,  section  1 54  - 
exchanging  articles  for  rags,  etc.  to  children  under  14  years  of 
age  - fined  respectively  £2.  (for  two  offences)  and  £1. 


